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a MILITARY REUNION NEWS

The USS Anchorage (LSD 36) was in service 
from March 15, 1969 to October 1, 

2003. It was used as a target during 
RIMPAC/SINKEX (Rim of the Pacific Sink 
Exercise) in 2010.

While the ship is no longer around, the 
crew continues to meet regularly to 
commemorate this ‘most decorated’ ship. 
See ribbons! 

Our October 2022 reunion in San Diego, 
California, was attended by 26 members of the 
crew. We had a welcome reception, main reunion 
event, and several group events. Some of the reunion highlights were 
a tour of the new USS Anchorage (LPD 23), a San Diego Harbor cruise, 
and a San Diego Padre baseball game. A good time was had by all!

A fundraising campaign helps defray some crew expenses. In 2022, 
we raised $2,300 of our $5,000 goal. Thanks to generous donations 
from the crew and items donated by our supporters, we were able to 
provide cash giveaways, unique door prizes, and provide free trans-
portation for attendees. Our 2024 fundraiser will be launched soon.

Our next reunion is scheduled for September 28 to October 2, 2024 
in San Diego. See details. GO NAVY!

Reported by Michael P. McGrath, San Diego, California

USS Anchorage (LSD 36) reunion
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USS Anchorage (LSD 23) ship tour

Comments from 
2022 reunion attendees.

“My wife and I had a great time at the USS Anchor-
age 2022 reunion. Seeing shipmates that I have not 

seen in almost 50 years was definitely worth the trip. 
The venue and activities were excellently planned 

– what fun! I hope more of my friends will attend the 
2024 reunion – they won’t regret it.”

–  QM3 A. Bescan (5/73-12/76)

“Thoroughly enjoyed my first LSD-36 reunion. The Bay 
Club was an excellent choice for a host hotel for the 

reunion. Accommodations and location were perfect 
for such an event. Even ran into the reunion coordi-

nator the night before the first official event and 
shared a couple at the hotel bar! The ‘Welcome’ 

social hour, ‘Main Event’ dinner and ‘Group Break-
fast’ were great times to rekindle old relationships.  
A highlight for me was the tour of the same-named 
US Navy replacement ship. All-in-all, a great time!

–  Plank Owner LTJG G. Mellen (8/68-6/71)
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USS Anchorage was the most decorated ship on the West Coast when decommissioned and might be the most decorated of its type. 

At San Diego Padre baseball game

Naval Base San Diego Color Guard


	Reunions v33n1 mag Mar24 issuue) 3
	Reunions v33n1 mag Mar24 issuue) 42
	Reunions v33n1 mag Mar24 issuue) 43

